
April 5, 2020	 Palm/Passion	Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-7 • Philippians 2:6-11 • Matthew 26:14-27:66

“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,  
hosanna in the highest.” -Matthew 21:9

The people waved palm branches for Jesus. At that time in Israel, palm branches were 
used as a symbol of ‘future glory’ or ‘better days ahead.’ You would think after Jesus’ 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem, the days ahead would be great. However, Jesus’ 
mission was not to make people comfortable, but to speak the truth of God. This made 
many people very upset; so upset that they would rather silence the truth than face 
their own sin. This meant that the following days for Jesus turned into days of pain 
and sadness instead of celebration. Today’s Gospel walks us through the Passion of 
our Lord. We are entering into the holiest week of the year. Let us listen to the story of 
what happened after Jesus entered Jerusalem and let it move our hearts closer to our 
Savior. 

Dear Lord Jesus, may we walk through this week, allowing the story of the Passion to 
make us aware of the sinfulness in the world, and bring us deep gratitude for the price you 
paid when you became human.

What will you do this week to show gratitude to Jesus for his sacrifice?

March 29, 2020 5th	Sunday	in	Lent
Ezekiel 37:12-14 • Romans 8:8-11 • John 11:1-45

 “Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would  
not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask of God,  

God will give you.’” -John 11:21-22

When things are going your way and life seems good, it is easier to believe in Jesus, 
isn’t it?  But when things get tough and you are full of doubt, it may be easy to question 
Jesus. Martha shows us, in today’s Gospel, what great faith looks like.  She knew and 
loved Jesus very much. She saw how God had worked miracles through him. She saw 
how Jesus had brought peace and forgiveness to so many. No matter how hard her life 
seemed at the moment of her brother’s death, she did not lose faith in Jesus. It made 
her believe even more. We, too, are called to this great faith. Whether things are good 
or tough, Jesus is always the same. He is always there for us and he loves us very much. 
We just have to have faith and believe.

Dear Lord, thank you for always being with us through good and difficult times. Please 
give us the faith to know you are with us even when we can’t feel it. 

Talk about a tough time in your life when you felt God’s presence.

March 22, 2020 4th	Sunday	in	Lent
1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7,10-13a • Ephesians 5:8-14 • John 9:1-41

“We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout  
and does his will, he listens to him.” -John 9:31

Many of us want to make our requests known to Jesus and then we want him to 
answer them exactly the way we want.  But that doesn’t require much faith. In fact, 
it is almost as if we are blind to what it is that God may want for us. We choose only 
to see things the way we want. But Jesus wants us to open our eyes and take a step of 
faith, seeing him as the Son of God, who came to show us how to live and love. If we 
can step into that understanding of him, then we will be more willing to listen to his 
response to our prayers, even if it is not the answer we wanted. This is truly living out 
God’s will in our lives. 

Father in heaven, thank you for loving us so much so that your answer to our prayers is 
always what we need, even if it’s not what we imagined. Please teach us to accept your 
answers with patience and gratitude.

Share a time when your prayers were answered. Then try to think of a time when 
they were not answered the way you wanted them to be. How did you feel about 
God in both these situations?

March 15, 2020 3rd	Sunday	in	Lent
Exodus 17:3-7 • Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 •  John 4:5-42

“Jesus answered and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God  
and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him  

and he would have given you living water.” -John 4:10

We know that water is important in the Bible - it is used to cleanse, to baptize, to give 
life, and to promote growth.  What Jesus was saying to the Samaritan woman, and 
to us, is that HE can cleanse us, HE baptizes us and removes our sin, HE gives life 
through his name, and that HE carries us through our growth in the sacraments and 
our love for him. Jesus is the living water that is poured into our hearts and reaches 
every corner of our being! 

Dear Father, thank you for this living water that you offer so freely to us. May it bring us 
into a deeper love for you.

What are some of the ways water is used in our Church’s rituals?



May 3, 2020 4th	Sunday	of	Easter
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 • 1 Peter 2:20b-25 • John 10:1-10

“I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers,  
but the sheep did not listen to them.  

Whoever enters through me will be saved.” -John 10:7-9

Sheep are the kind of animals that will only follow the voice of their shepherd because 
they know they can trust him. They feel safe with the shepherd and know they won’t 
get harmed.  Jesus wants us to follow his voice, which is telling us that we can trust 
him because he always wants what is best and most life-giving for us.

If someone was merely hired to watch the sheep, when danger came that person 
might run off to protect himself instead of the sheep. Jesus is saying that he will never 
abandon us, just like he didn’t abandon his disciples.

Dear Good Shepherd, help us to trust you, listen to your voice, and know in our hearts 
you will never abandon us. 

What are some ways Jesus shepherds you?

April 26, 2020 3rd	Sunday	of	Easter
Acts 2:14, 22-23 • 1 Peter 1:17-21 • Luke 24:13-35

“Then, beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what  
referred to him in all the Scriptures…and it happened that, while he was with them at 

table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it and gave it to them.” -Luke 24:27,30

In today’s Gospel, we hear the story of two disciples who walk alongside Jesus without 
recognizing him. Until Jesus helped them understand the scriptures more fully and 
broke bread with them, they did not know it was him. In this Gospel reading, we are 
reminded that Jesus is always with us – even though many times we don’t recognize 
him. Looking back, the disciples realized their hearts were burning within them as 
they talked to the person they thought was a stranger. Their burning hearts were a clue 
that something more was going on than they recognized at the time. It wasn’t until 
Jesus broke bread with them at the table, as he had before, that they realized it was 
him.

Dear Lord, continue to open our eyes to how you are with us at all times so we can better 
recognize you.

When has your heart told you something really important was happening, even if 
maybe you didn’t understand it all at the time?

April 19, 2020 2nd	Sunday	of	Easter/Divine	Mercy	Sunday
Acts 2:42-47 • 1 Peter 1:3-9 • John 20:19-31

“Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,  
and whose sins you retain are retained.” -John 20:22-23

Now Jesus comes to his disciples. They have been hiding, afraid, lacking faith, thinking 
only of themselves. Jesus tells of a gift they will receive: the Holy Spirit.  How often we 
act like the apostles by questioning and running. We are human just like they were. 
But in Jesus’ great mercy, he wanted his forgiveness to continue to be spread. He gave 
the disciples the power to forgive sins so that people would know God loves them so 
much he wants to give them the chance to start over again. Thank you Lord for your 
infinite mercy.

Father in heaven, thank you for giving all of us the opportunity to be forgiven as often as 
we fall, as well as the chance to forgive others when they fall. 

Have you ever found it hard to forgive anyone? That’s normal. Even if you don’t 
feel like you want to forgive them, you can pray to have greater understanding and 
compassion for them, and you can pray for them and yourself to be able to come 
through the hurt.

April 12, 2020 Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34a, 37-43 • Colossians 3:1-4 • John 20:1-9

He is Risen! Alleluia!!!
“…they saw and believed.”   -John 20:8 

Can you imagine someone you know being wrongly accused? Being hurt very badly 
and then killed? If that person was someone you knew to be kind, peaceful, and full 
of love and you saw them treated so horribly you might be angry, scared, and worried.  
You might even want to run away or hide, not knowing what would happen to you. 
This is how the apostles felt after Jesus was killed. They were hiding, hoping no one 
would find them. They were full of all sorts of feelings. But then they heard with news 
of hope and wonder – that Jesus was no longer dead, HE IS RISEN!!! How could this 
be? So they ran to the tomb, and when they arrived, his body wasn’t there anymore. 
They saw. They believed. And soon Jesus came to them in person, showing he was 
truly risen from the dead.

He is Risen! Truly he is Risen! ALLELUIA!



May 24, 2020 7th	Sunday	of	Easter
Acts 1:12-14 • 1 Peter 4:13-16 • John 17:1-11a

“Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God, and the one 
whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” -John 17:3

Do you know what an ambassador is? An ambassador is someone sent by a country as 
its official representative to another country. 

In a way, Jesus is an ambassador from heaven, sent by the Father with a special mission 
- to bring us back home to him.  Jesus is a very special ambassador, unlike any other, 
because he not only represents the Father, he is also one with the Father.  So, to know 
Jesus is to know the Father! If we want to know what God is like, all we have to do is 
read about what Jesus was like.

Jesus’ prayer was that  we would know God’s love by experiencing his love for us.

Father God, thank you for sending your son to show us what you are like. Thank you for 
loving me that much!

What can you do to become an ambassador like Jesus?

May 21 or 24, 2020	 Ascension	of	the	Lord
Acts 1:1-11 • Ephesians 1:17-23 • Matthew 28:16-20

“Behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”  Matt. 28:20

Imagine the roller coaster ride Jesus’ disciples were experiencing.  First, they witnessed 
Jesus’ death and burial. They must have felt scared and completely alone.  Then, almost 
unbelievably, they saw him after his resurrection and were elated and hopeful. Now, 
they see Jesus rising up into heaven; he is gone again! What might they have felt this 
time? 

Jesus knew how they would feel, and how we feel when we are living with a difficult 
situation and it seems he is nowhere to be found. He wants us all to know that even 
though we can’t see him, he is still always with us – just like the sun is still shining even 
if we can’t see it because it’s behind the clouds.  As a sign of Jesus’ everlasting presence, 
he gave us the sacrament of the Eucharist so at every Mass we can receive him in a 
special way. He wants to be that close to us!

Jesus, help me to remember that you are with me every minute of every day. Thank you 
for giving me your own body and blood to unite me to you.

What are some ways Jesus has shown his presence to your family?

May 17, 2020 6th	Sunday	of	Easter
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 • 1 Peter 3:15-18 • John 14:15-21

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate  
to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept,  

because it neither sees nor knows him.  But you know him, b 
ecause he remains with you, and will be in you.” -John 14:16-17

Jesus has said and done everything possible in the last few weeks in the Gospel 
readings to show his disciples, and all of us, how much he loves us and wants us to 
follow him. He loves us so much that he assures us that he will even send us a special 
helper to keep us on track, the Holy Spirit (sometimes called the ‘Advocate’). He needs 
us to help everyone around us to understand who Jesus is through our words, and 
actions. It can be hard to do that just on our own. Even the disciples couldn’t do it on 
their own. It’s a good thing God sent us the Holy Spirit!

Father in heaven, please make our hearts open to receiving your Holy Spirit so we, too, 
may proclaim to the world that you are our savior.

What are some ways we can share Jesus with others?

May 10, 2020 5th	Sunday	of	Easter
Acts 6:1-7 • 1 Peter 2:4-9 • John 14:1-12

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again  
and take you to myself, so that where I am going you also may be.” -John 14:3

Jesus brings words of hope and encouragement in today’s Gospel.  He assured his 
disciples that there is more work for them to do. Jesus says, ‘I Am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life.’  The work of God the Father was also his work, and because he is 
ascending into heaven, it is now our work.  In fact, Jesus tells us in the last line of the 
gospel, ‘Very truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that 
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.’ 
These are encouraging words for us. We all must keep doing good works to carry on 
the mission of Jesus. 

“I am indeed going to prepare a place for you, that where I am, you also may be.”  Thank 
you, Father.

What kind of good works is Jesus calling you to do?




